Prosser Farmer's Market Season is off to a great start with
record number vendors and attendees for this time of the
year. The community's support means the world to us as
our success is tightly tied to it. With the high price of fuel,
food and just about everything else; we at the market are
giving it our all to ensure that our community and visitors
alike have access to high quality, reasonably priced
vegetables, fruits and plants, as well as something fun,
informative and educational to do on Saturday mornings right here in town!

Don't forget you can have a great breakfast from the Kiwanis or a steaming cup of
coffee to jump start your morning at the Market. . . . and don't let these chilly
mornings stop you, we have patio heaters placed to warm you up!

We have a great line-up of events this month, our June calendar is listed below
along with articles recapping May events.

Thank you all for your support; Welcome new newsletter subscribers;
and we'll
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At the end of April, Prosser Farmers Market Board President Sue Derryberry and |
had a chance to visit Mexico (Yucatan Peninsula, a vacation that was amazingly
fun!) On our way to visit the Mayan ruins in Chichen Itza we had the opportunity to
visit a town, Vallodilid, that was off the usual tourist path. While there we visited
the community's large local market, held in the town square under a permanent,
covered but somewhat open shelter. The market was obviously a gathering place
for the whole community. The produce
offered by a large number of vendors was
amazing. There were radishes the size of
limes, great looking fruits & vegetables,
(some we couldn't identify, though the

Spanish and found us a little amusing ,
when we guessed completely wrong about
an items' identity).



This open air market also offered chickens, pork and beef all hung from butcher

‘ SN stalls, where you picked your cuts or
chose a freshly slaughtered chicken. This
was a little daunting to us, being used to
¢ our vacuum sealed, refrigerated meats. As
ou can see from the pictures it was
efinitely a step back in time. Speaking of
tepping back in time, on our tour of
= | Chichen Itza we were shown an area that
¥ | when unearthed archaeologically was
y found to have been the site of the market
| ¥ W1 for the City whose population at one time
reached 70, 000 All that remains of this portion of the site are stone columns
delineating the area. One thing though is universal, the pride taken in growing good
quality produce for customers that look for freshness and quality for their homes
and families.

ABOUT GREAT PLA m

On June 14th, Richard Cooley, Director of Operatlons in the Pacific Northwest for
Great Plains will be at the Market to give an update on it's operations at the Natural
Selection Farms oilseed pressing facility in Sunnyside, and talk about grower
opportunities and the benefits of Camelina as relates to biofuels, feedstocks and as

a rotational crop. Mr. Cooley has a Bachelor of Science degree from San Diego State
University and 44 years experience in agriculture and market development of
oilseed, cereal grain, forage cereals and warm season grasses, cereal grain seed
products and licensed proprietary oilseeds. For more information about Great Plains
- The Camelina Company click on their logo above.
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Now you

need some ideas for planting! Check out the !



. Brightly colored flower beds, shimmering ponds, abundant vegetable
gardens, inspiring garden accents. Visit six of the most beautiful gardens in the
valley. Tickets are $15, benefiting Life Options, and maybe purchased at Sister to
Sister in Prosser, Ace Hardware in Grandview and Morris Floral in Sunnyside. Each
ticket includes a map and information about each of the six gardens.
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Come on by and enjoy juicy, sweet peaches and ice cream!
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A beautiful handmade quilt depicting all the bounty of the
Market could be yours! Raffle tickets will be on sale at the
Market and from Board Members
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Hot apple cider, pumpkins and fun & games for the kids
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